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Dear Miss Kitehing, 

MISS MASOH. DECEASED 
Many thanks for yours of 17th and the 
enclosures* T enclose the engrossment of the Affidavit 
ready to be completed by Miss Parish* 3he should attend 
before a Commissioner (most of the Solx%cxtor8 in Ambles^de 

— f 

are Cornuis s loners) to be sworn* Gommussuoners ±66 

'will be for which v . r e enclose "Postal Order. 

I have sent a draft Affidavit on the 
1 ine 3 you su ggs ated to Mr Cost ley— ^h it e , &s i*. jJ% h izi whe t h 8 r 

he is disposed to make it* 

As regards the Fairfield Mortgage, - 

the deeds should be sent to us in order that we may prepare 
the necessary Release. ^id y° u arrange i r^-fa. 
Solicitors, as mentioned 

^■*-*. faithfully. 

Miss Pitching, 

The House of Education, 

AMBIESIDE* 
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V i suaaary of Kiss Mason's philosophy is ^iven la th* enclosed 
3u - ?: - nnrBl g , The chief points nay be stated as f ollows 4 the whole 

work of the School & of . the College with its Practising Schooll • 
is based upon then. 

THE CHILD IS 4 PERSOH with all the powers of aind & body that 
he will ever hawe^he Uoks only Knowledge & experience; 

Therefore fa) there is no such thing as the child-alnd^ 
(b).the child’s powfra muet all be ised for, _ 

l 

(ij he has a natural aptitude for Know- 
ledge & 

(2} an un Halted power of attention, 
is a coihllary . to. thia, in order that hie aind aay gro# it 

must be fed* 

Kiss Mason’s work was to show that these ends were not served by 

t ft 4 m& 

fl) an education Halted to the three .R’s 
u a ~ 7 Qoat 1 ona l training for theKforker*' child ( 
or (2) social accomplishments for. the child of 


. the rloh 

f * that they were hindered 

(3) oral teaching on the part of the teacher^ 

(4) . the use of text-booKS (except in the: case 

of Mathematics * Qraaaarl which imparted 
information only* 
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Pot she taught that erery child being a person It entitled lay 
blrthTight to * liberal eduoation* 4 that a liberal education anus 
that the nlad mu at do lad with ideas 4 not Information i 
(ijtnat these Ideas suet touch upon all. that concerns the 
nature of child or man. 

ThereforeMiss Mason said,- 

EDUCATIOH IS THE SCIENCE OF RELATIONS, -the relation of child or 
nan to Qod,to himself & his fello' men ,4 to the natural vorid 
around hie. 

Consequently* a liberal education must be devised to 

coyer all these relationships. /cUm." 

So in 1891 Miss Mason started. the Parents* Union 4 
later in the sane year, The Secondary training College far teachers 
Known as the House of Education" in^rd er to educate children from 
.the age of six 4 girls up to eighteen upon these lines 4 then to 
carry on the education of girls ,train£ them for any geardlanship 
of children to which they might be called as parents orf teachers, 
but chiefly as teachers. 

The possibilities of Miss Mason's wortc lay in her 
discovery of the nature o ^ mind. 

Hitherto the the mind has been considered 

U) as a sac to hold ideas, or, 

<2> a part of a child’s nature which could only 
be examined by seen* of intelligence tests, so- 






it**!/ 


called 'ehild-atudp'eto. 

Whereas Hm Haaon taught that mind was .so to apeak. a spiritual 
organism which like the body led upon aui table food & starved upoa 
unsuitable* 

1. that it fed in order to grow (not to know)* 

2. that it could only feed upon vital food, not food that had been prepai 
or predigeated any aore than could, the body, 

3. -Matt a literary fora & firat-hadd knowledge was the only banquet upon 
which mind coeld grow. 

The accompanying programmes of the Parents' 

I £$£, iVxiii 

MMI 

u B jon dohool & the profapectua of the College ahew in detail ho- 

Idiui 

all the subjects are covered both In the School S College. 0 
iha work la done by Independent study from the very fiat & doea 
result in the adbllty of both children & student! W/gfdSd/ amongst 
other thinga.to grasp. the aenae of any passage of varying lengfct - 
accor^ding to age .a page at air years old to six or aeven pages 
at a later age, after a single bending. 
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The student a t thfe College carry out the prog ram meat nt 
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school & later in their posts while the thebhlldren of 
PeUaSe week in home echo ol rooms all over the world & in secondary & 
Elementary schools in England * some 40,000 altogether* 

Tl1 8 ..students of the .College are in great demand, So areat that 

kept 

all ex -students ere/supplf ed 
with rerx how ewer long they bare left College. K lW 

KV* Ya. 

^fVtu^v. \JvvpCi ^_V 
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Ktsa Mason made provision for her wars to continue under 
those whomf eh* had trained for the war* ( see the accompanying 
report issued by the Pitfe.U. fox 1923 ) The Ambl.^de Ccu *11 
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has been formed ,a Constitution drawn up which tmgasome* •*«!*** 

■eetssan was slightly revisde at the September Cnnucll Meeting & whlh 
will oe rfatified at the meeting next January. The wor* is growing, 
ilready the Collge has more entries than vaolneles for January 
1924 4 a number of entries for .January 1925 while the Par-nts’ Union 
School shows a steady anerease In numbers. It is now tsSutng Its 
98th programme of worififor Jan 1924. 




